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Keeping Florida Democrats up to date on news in the state

St. Petersburg Times Editorial:
Former RPOF Chairman Jim Greer’s
Arrest Raises Questions for Other Top

GOP Officials

Chair Karen
Thurman
Demands

Prosecutor’s

Recusal Based On
Conflict of Interest

Florida Democratic
Party Chair Karen Thurman
demanded Statewide
Prosecutor William Shepherd
recuse himself from further
involvement in the ongoing
investigation of indicted
former RPOF Chairman Jim
Greer and the other
Republican officials based
upon Shepherd's many
conflicts of interest, including
his donations to AG Bill
McCollum's political
campaigns.

Courtesy of: http://webbond.seminolesheriff.org/iinfo.aspx?bkg_nbr=201000006959

Gov. Charlie Crist is about the only one who could be
surprised by Wednesday's arrest of former Florida Republican
Party chairman Jim Greer on state charges of grand theft and
money laundering. It has been clear for months that Greer
was vulnerable to criminal charges following media reports
that portions of political contributions to the state party were
secretly diverted to a private company he controlled. But
Greer's arrest does raise more questions about the actions of
top Republicans who tried to quietly make the entire mess go
away, and it increases the urgency that an ongoing federal
investigation be as broad and as thorough as possible.

Within political circles, it was no secret that Greer
had a taste for chartered jets, limousines and luxury hotels.

Continued on Page 2
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“Because of the seriousness
of the allegations, as well as
the current public perception

of corruption in Florida
government, Floridians need to
have full confidence that
investigations into Mr. Greer
and the Republican Party of
Florida's improprieties will be
based on the law and not
personal or political bias.”
Karen Thurman
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St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Former RPOF Chairman Jim
Greer’s Arrest Raises Questions for Other Top GOP Officials

(Continued from Page 1)

DO YOU KNOW ME? .
NEITHER DO MOST GF MY N TRAT'S WHY WHENEVER | _ Party credit carq
RENDS AYMORE. FREDS NEED TO POST BAL AFTER receipts later revealed his
LKE: CHARLIE CRYST; MARCO BENG ABRESTED FOR American Express card was
RUBHO7 DEAN CANNON: ‘ ComeuPTIOn 1 U5 billed $478,000 over three
AMERICAN EXPRESS... years, and millions more were

billed to other GOP cards
handed out to staffers and top
legislators. Court documents
released Wednesday say Greer
was in so much personal debt
that an unnamed Republican
fundraiser quietly paid him
$10,000 a month for more
than 18 months. Greer also is
accused of receiving more
than $125,000 last year in
money contributed to the state
party but diverted to the
private Victory Strategies
company he created with the
party's executive director,

Courtesy of:
http://cmsimg.floridatoday.com/apps/pbcsi.dll/bilde? Avis=A9&Dato=20100606& Kategori=COLUMNISTS02 Delmar J_ohnsor). Now
04&Lopenr=100604025&Ref=AR&MaxW=375&border=0 Johnson is helping prosecutors

connect the dots on Greer, and Greer could well start talking and make some other Republicans very
nervous.

Greer went to some lengths to cover his tracks, but there were plenty of indications that too much money
was sloshing around even as the state party was forced to draw on a line of credit. Yet in this corrupt
culture of power and special interest money, few voices were raised until the embarrassing state party
credit card receipts trickled out following former House Speaker Ran Sansom's indictment on other
charges. Among the lingering questions:

Why did Crist (who did not have a state party credit card) blindly stick so long with Greer, his hand-
picked GOP chairman?

How did he miss warning signs described in court documents, including Greer's intimidation of Crist's
former chief fundraiser and efforts to bill Crist's Senate campaign for a nonexistent opinion poll?

Why did incoming House Speaker Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, and incoming Senate President Mike
Haridopolos, R-Melbourne, sign a secret severance agreement with Greer in January that attempted to
clear Greer of any wrongdoing as chairman?

Why did Attorney General Bill McCollum, who was credited Wednesday with calling for the
investigation that led to Greer's arrest, wait so long to act?

The state investigation focused on Greer and his secret company, and the Florida Republican Party and its
contributors were the victims. But the state's top elected Republicans are not blameless. They turned a
blind eye, and they cultivated this supercharged political atmosphere of greed and entitlement. It is up to
federal prosecutors and the Internal Revenue Service to determine whether they should be charged with

something more. http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/editorials/article1099533.ece
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Time Magazine: How Florida's Forgotten
Democrat Could Win the Senate Race

It's only June, but Florida's three-way
U.S. Senate contest is already shaping up as a
race to remember. It will have Republican
Marco Rubio, the young and formerly unsung
conservative who is now widely viewed as the
Barack Obama of the tea party movement. It
will have Governor Charlie Crist, the former
Republican shoo-in who fled the GOP to run
as an independent after it became clear that
Rubio was cleaning his clock. And it will have
... a Democrat. That's likely to be
Congressman Kendrick Meek, although he still
faces an expensive primary against a
billionaire carpetbagger. He's actually glad
about that, because it might bring the forgotten
candidate some much-needed attention. "If
nothing else, it will remind people there's a
Democrat in this race,” Meek told me at a
restaurant where he had been scheduled to
meet with local journalists from the Caribbean
community, only two of whom showed
up. "People want leadership, and it's so
obvious that Charlie will say anything to get
elected,” Meek says. "That's going to be his
poison pill. At least with Rubio, you know

Courtesy of: http://www.postonpolitics.com/wp- )
content/uploads/2009/10/091027_meekobama_ap_score.jpg Where he StandS. He'S Wrong, but yOU knOW.

With Charlie, you have no idea." If the Democrats vote for the Democrat, that forgotten candidate
will sneak into the Senate. hitp://www.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1994060.00.html

TPM: Crist’s Friend paid Greer $10,000 Per Month for “Business
Consulting”

One of the most eye-popping recent revelations about former Florida GOP chair Jim Greer is that,
when he was struggling with money problems, one generous Republican donor ponied up $10,000 per
month for over 18 months to help Greer out, according to the criminal fraud charges against Greer.

But the story just got even better: none other than Palm Beach County businessman Harry Sargeant, who
has been popping up as a player in political scandals since John McCain's 2008 presidential campaign, has
acknowledged to the Miami Herald that he is the donor who stepped in to give Greer a hand. Sargeant is a
friend of Gov. Charlie Crist and a former state GOP official.

Greer's lawyer, Damon Chase, tells TPMmuckraker that Greer was paid the money -- at least $180,000 in
all -- for "business consulting."

http://tpmmuckraker.talkingpointsmemo.com/2010/06/harry _sargeant_paid_greer 10000 per _month_for 18 m.php?ref=fpb
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Herald/Times Report: Crist oked Greer contract which
was LeMieux's idea according to Greer's Lawyer

For Greer to point a finger at Crist
and LeMieux, his political benefactors who
stood by him for months amid cries for his
ouster, amounts to yet another dramatic twist
in a scandal that has tainted the Florida GOP
and roiled the 2010 election season. His
attorney's statements to the Miami
Herald and the St. Petersburg Times will
provide ammunition to Crist's chief U.S.
Senate rivals, Republican Marco Rubio and
Democrat Kendrick Meek, who have
repeatedly raised doubts that Crist was in the
dark...The Times/Herald has learned that the
donor was the party's former finance
chairman and a college buddy of Crist, Harry
Sargeant. The Palm Beach County
businessman stepped down from his party
post in January 2009, shortly before his
business associate was indicted on federal
charges of funneling illegal contributions to
candidates, including Crist and former

presidential nominee John McCain
http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/gubernatorial/jim-
greers-lawyer-says-gov-crist-okayed-diversion-of-gop-
funds/1100322

| Courtesy of: http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com |

Times-Union: RPOF finance probe: Voters are watching
and it could hurt Crist most

Tucked into a Rasmussen poll released Wednesday (500 likely voters, -/+ 4.5 percent MOE) was
the following:

Still, 39% of all voters in the state say Crist will be hurt most by the ongoing investigation of
alleged financial irregularities in the state Republican Party, while 31% think Rubio will be hurt
the most.

Seventy-four percent (74%) say the probe of the state party’s finances is at least somewhat
important to how they will vote, with 47% who say it is Very Important.

The probe led to the recent arrest of former Chairman Jim Greer on six felony counts. Greer was
Crist's hand-picked man for the job. However, Rubio has come under fire for his use of a
Republican Party of Florida credit card (recall all that back-waxing talk a couple months ago).

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/blog/403455/david-hunt/2010-06-09/rpof-finance-probe-voters-are-watching-and-it-could-hurt b
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Herald-Tribune: McCollum's staff had
questions about selection of expert

The hiring of a now-disgraced psychologist to defend Florida's ban on gay adoption was done
over the objections of the main attorney defending the case for the state, according to records made
public Thursday.Nevertheless, Attorney General Bill McCollum pushed for the hiring of the
psychologist George Rekers, who was at the time a leading advocate for conservative social issues.

The e-mails released Thursday show that an attorney in McCollum's own office warned against
hiring Rekers, whose testimony had been deemed suspect in an earlier Arkansas lawsuit that challenged
a ban on placing foster children in homes with gay parents.Assistant Attorney General Valerie Martin
wrote in a July 2007 e-mail that after talking to Arkansas officials and reviewing the background of the
former University of South Carolina professor that she would "recommend NOT using him." E-mails
also show that during a conference call Martin -- who said the state considered more than 30 possible
expert witnesses -- was ordered to hire Rekers "against my strong cautions."

The e-mails were included in public records that were obtained from McCollum's office
detailing the selection and payment of Rekers. McCollum said he agreed to release the records even
though the lawsuit is still on appeal so the public could see "the entire process™ used in selecting
Rekers. McCollum on Thursday again defended the hiring of Rekers and said that one of the reasons he
was hired is that he had been used as an expert witness in a previous federal lawsuit that had challenged
the ban. Other attorneys in his office believed Rekers could help if the case wound up getting appealed

http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20100604/ARTICLE/6041041/2062/NEWS?p=all&tc=pgall

UPCOMING EVENTS

Stonewall Democrats Monthly Meeting

June 17"

Pinellas County Headquarters (South County) 2250 1st Avenue North St Petersburg, FL 33713
Time: 6:30 P.M.

Contact Info: Contact Rick Boylan at RQBoylan@gmail.com.

Annual Jefferson Jackson Dinner in Hernando County

June 26"

VFW Post 10209, 19756 Edward R. Noll Dr. Spring Hill

Time: 6:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

Contact Info: Clarence Wingrove, cwingrovel@tampabay.rr.com

Paid for by The Florida Democratic Party (214 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301, 850-222-
3411) and not authorized by any federal candidate or candidate's committee.
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